Buprenorphine has potent kappa opioid receptor antagonist activity.
Buprenorphine was studied for its effects on urinary output to determine if it was an agonist, partial agonist, or antagonist at the kappa receptor. Buprenorphine was a potent antagonist of bremazocine-induced urination and had no kappa agonist activity. Thus, the high affinity that buprenorphine has for the kappa receptor results in potent kappa receptor antagonist activity in vivo.